
Time Big Ideas Essential Questions Content/Concepts Skills/Competencies Standards Assessment Vocabulary Educational Differentiation

Unit 1 What is a  

Lesson 1 

Families help 

people meet 

their basic What is a Family?

To join the knowledge 

of families to 

communities meeting 

understanding the basic needs 

of people 

Grade 1 

standards basic needs, family

Lesson 2 

Common 

characteristics 

of communities 

(natural and 

man-made) What is a Community?

Explore the common 

characteristics of 

communities

understanding the common 

characteristics of communities 7.2.2A, 7.2.2B

community, human 

characteristics of 

place, location, 

physical 

characteristics of 

Lesson 3 

Why people 

live in 

communities.

Why do People Live in 

Communities?

Explain why people 

form governments

Understand that people live in 

communities because they help 

people meet their needs

5.1.2 ABCD, 

6.1.2B, 5.3.2 AC

basic needs, 

community, 

government

Lesson 4

Comparing 

Different kinds 

of communities

How are communities 

alike and different?

Physical and human 

characteristics of 

communities differ

understand that communities 

differ and are also alike 7.1.7 IB, 6.2.2 A

community, human 

characteristics of 

place, physical 

Lesson 5 

My local 

community

What is special about 

our community?

our community is 

special and unique

understanding what makes 

communities unique 7.1.7 IB, 6.2.2A

Unit 2

Where is My 

Community and 

Lesson 1 Exploring Maps

What does a map of 

our community look 

Create simple maps 

with title, symbols and 

Understand how to create and 

read a map 7.2.2A 7.1.1A

geography, key, title, 

legend, symbol

Lesson 2 Where we are

Where is our 

classroom/school 

community?

location of our 

classroom/school 

community on a larger 

scale map

understand their 

classroom/school community 

placement on a map 7.2.2A 7.1.1A

geography, key, title, 

legend, symbol, 

location, map

Lesson 3 

and 4

Exploring a map 

of our local 

community

Where is our local 

community?

location of our local 

community on a larger 

scale map

understand their local 

community placement on a map 

7.2.2A 7.1.1A 

7.3.2 A

community 

geography land use 

location, map, region

Lesson 5 

Transportation 

in our local 

community

How does our local 

community use 

transportation?

places are connected 

through transportation, 

roads, transit, various 

understand that transportation 

occurs in a variety of ways 7.3.2A

movement, 

transportation



Lesson 6

Land Forms and 

bodies of water

What landforms and 

bodies of water make 

up our Earth?

differing natural 

characteristics of 

landforms impact our 

communities

understand that natural 

characteristics impact 

communities in different ways 7.1.1B

geography, physical 

characteristics of 

place

Lesson 7

Comparing our 

community to 

another 

community

How is our community 

alike and different 

from another 

community?

using a Venn Diagram 

students will compare 

and contrast their 

community to a 

Understand that community 

differ and are alike in various 

ways 6.2.2B, 5.4.2 ABC

community 

geography, human 

characteristics, 

physical 

Lesson 8

Consequences 

of changing the 

environment in 

a community

How does changing 

our environment 

impact our 

communities?

cause and effect of 

alterations to our 

natural resources

understand that environmental 

changes alter or impact a 

community

6.1.2C, 7.4.2A, 

7.3.2A, 5.2.2D

human/physical 

characteristics

Lesson 9

Our community 

is part of many 

bigger places 

(state, nation, 

TO what other regions 

does my community 

belong?

locating our community 

within a larger scale 

understand that our community 

is part of a state, country, 

continent and world 7.2.2.B, 7.2.2A

region, state, local, 

nation, country, 

world, continent

Unit 3

How do citizens 

live together 

Lesson 1 

communities 

have different 

diverse aspects

How can diversity 

strengthen and enrich 

a community?

identifying diversity in 

the community

understand that diversity is an 

important and integral part of a 

community

5.4.2E, 5.4.2 B, 

8.2.2.D community, diversity

Lesson 2 

people form 

governments 

for many 

reasons

Why do people form 

governments?

governments are 

formed to address the 

basic needs of their 

citizens

understand that governments 

create laws to help ensure their 

citizens safety 5.3.2ABC, 5.2.2C,  

government, laws, 

safety, rules

Lesson 3

communities 

have laws

Why do communities 

need laws?

laws are formed to 

keep people safe and 

solve problems

understand that one of the most 

important parts of government 

is to create laws that keep 

people safe

5.1.2ABDE, 

5.2.2A, 5.4.2 E laws

Lesson 4

organization of 

local 

government

How is our local 

government 

organized?

local government is 

divided into three parts 

and each had its own 

job

understand that government 

has different responsibilities 

that work together for the good 

of the people

5.1.2ABDE, 

5.2.2A, 5.4.2E 

branches of 

government, city 

council, court, mayor



Lesson 5 

our 

government's 

purpose

What does our 

government do?

government provides 

many services to keep 

us safe

understand that governments 

have the power to make many 

things like laws 

5.3.2 FIADE 6.3.2 

C

government, laws, 

rules, local 

government, state 

government

Lesson 6 

core 

democratic 

values and 

government

What do core 

democratic values 

have to do with 

government?

governments try to do 

what is best for 

everybody in the 

community

understand that governments 

try to balance the common good 

in individual rights when 

problems need to be solved. 5.2.2B, 5.4.2E

common good, 

values, individual 

rights, 

Lesson 7

roles and 

responsibilities 

of citizens in 

What are some of the 

roles and 

responsiblities of 

civic and personal 

responsibilites

understand that citizens have an 

important role in a community

5.2.2CD, 5.3.2E, 

5.3.7 HJ

citizen, responsibility, 

civic and personal 

responsibilites

Lesson 8

the flag is an 

important 

symbol of our 

country. the 

What is the pledge of 

Allegiance and why is it 

important?

they will be building 

patriotism through 

their understanding of 

the pledge of allegiance

understand the words and 

meaning of the pledge of 

allegiance 5.1.2F, 

symbol, patriotism, 

pledge of allegiance

Unit 4

How do People 

work together 

Lesson 1 

Scarcity and 

choice

What is the difference 

between a want and 

need?

People have unlimited 

economic wants but 

because of scarcity 

people cannot have 

everything they want.

understand that though there 

unlimited economic wants they 

are scarce and people need to 

make choices 6.1.2ABD, 7.2.2B

economic, wants, 

service, choice, 

scarcity, goods

Lesson 2 

Opportunity 

Cost

What is opportunity 

cost?

Everytime someone 

makes a choice there 

are things not chosen. 

Understand that it is important 

to learn and make good econmic 

decision

6.22C, 

6.5.2ABDGHF opporutnity cost

Lesson 3

Using natural 

resources to 

produce goods 

How do we use natural 

resources to produce 

goods and services?

Natural resources are 

used to produce goods 

and services

understand the process that 

natural resources produce goods 

and services

6.2.2ABCD, 

6.3.2AD, 6.4.7C

natural resources, 

natural characteristics

Lesson 4

Resources: 

Natural, Human 

and Capital

What are natural, 

human and capital 

resources?

natural, human and 

capital resources are 

used together to 

produce goods and 

understand that natural, humn 

and capital resources are used 

together to produce goods and 

services 6.5.2BC, 6.3.2 A

produce, capital 

resources, human 

resources, limited 

resources



Lesson 5 

Businesses in 

our local 

community

How are our economic 

wants met by 

community 

businesses? 

Economic wants are 

met with goods and 

services, people buy 

those goods and 

understand that businesses 

make and sell good and services 

with limited resources

6.5.2CF, 6.4.2D, 

6.2.2D, 6.3.2A

businesses, economic 

wants

Lesson 6

Specialization 

and Trade

How do we get the 

things we do not 

produce?

People cannot produce 

everything they needs 

so they must trade with 

others for things they 

understand that they need 

money to trade for what they 

cannot produce

6.2.2G, 6.4.2.AC, 

6.3.2D specialization, trade

Unit 5 


